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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure today that I rise to commend Leela 
de Souza of Chicago, Illinois in recognition of 
her achievements this year as a distinguished 
White House Fellow. 

A native of Chicago, Ms. de Souza grad-
uated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of 
Chicago, earning an AB in biopsychology. She 
received her MBA degree from Stanford Uni-
versity Graduate School of Business. After col-
lege, she moved to Spain and became a vol-
unteer teacher at the American School of Ma-
drid. Prior to college, at the age of 18, she be-
came a professional ballet dancer. By age 23, 
she was the prima ballerina for the Hubbard 
Street Dance Company, one of America’s pre-
eminent contemporary dance troupes. Ms. de 
Souza is a management consultant with 
McKinsey & Co. In San Francisco, where she 
works with clients in the packaged goods, en-
ergy and health care industries. In addition to 
her professional career, she has done exten-
sive pro bono work with two national sym-
phonies. Ms. de Souza has also been involved 
as a mentor and tutor in the I Have a Dream 
Program in East Palo Alto, California, and 
serves on the Business Arts Council of San 
Francisco. 

Established in 1965, the White House Fel-
lowship program honors outstanding citizens 
across the United States who demonstrate ex-
cellence in community service, leadership, 
academic and professional endeavors. The 
nearly 500 alumni of the program have gone 
on to become leaders in all fields of endeav-
ors, fulfilling the fellowship’s mission to en-
courage active citizenship and service to the 
nation. It is the nation’s most prestigious fel-
lowship for public service and leadership de-
velopment. 

As a White House Fellow, Ms. de Souza 
serves in a position with the Office of the First 
Lady. She works at the White House Millen-
nium Council to help create national projects 
and initiatives to celebrate the promise of the 
new millennium. In this capacity, Ms. de 
Souza assists with various initiatives such as 
Millennium Evenings at the White House and 
Save America’s Treasures. She is also the 
acting liaison with several of the First Lady’s 
millennium projects, including speech writing, 
federal agency millennium initiatives, and with 
non-governmental organizations seeking to 
partner with the White House on national mil-
lennium projects. 

Mr. Speaker and fellow colleagues, it is an 
honor to pay tribute to Leela de Souza for her 
outstanding service as a White House Fellow. 
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, last night I 
joined Mr. CONDIT and Mr. WAXMAN in intro-
ducing the Health Information Privacy Act of 
1999, the ‘‘Condit-Waxman-Markey’’ bill. 

Without question, the rapid advance of the 
Information Age is revolutionizing the Amer-
ican economy and forcing the evolution of new 
relationships both good and bad. There is no 
area of its development that causes more anx-
iety for ordinary people than the area of pri-
vacy. And there is no area of privacy that 
causes more anxiety for Americans than the 
privacy of their most personal health informa-
tion. 

Today, we are experiencing the erosion of 
our medical privacy. With the stroke of a few 
keys on a computer or the swipe of the pre-
scription drug card, our personal health infor-
mation is being accumulated and tracked. 

This erosion of our privacy threatens the 
very heart of quality health care—doctor/pa-
tient confidentiality. By undermining this sa-
cred relationship, we destroy the trust that pa-
tients rely on for peace of mind, and doctors 
depend on for sound judgment. 

In an HMO today, anywhere from 80–100 
employees may have access to a patient’s 
medical record according to the Privacy Rights 
Clearinghouse in San Diego California. With 
such unrestricted access to one’s personal 
health information, it’s impossible to separate 
the health privacy keepers from the ‘‘just curi-
ous’’ peepers. 

Not to mention the greatest threat to your 
medical privacy—the information reapers. 

The evolution of technology has provided 
the ability to compile, store and cross ref-
erence personal health information, and the 
dawning of the Information Age has made 
your intimate health history a valuable com-
modity. 

Last March, the Wall Street Journal wrote 
about the ultimate information reaper—a com-
pany that is ‘‘seeking the mother lode in health 
‘data mining’ ’’. This company is in the process 
of acquiring medical data on millions of Ameri-
cans to sell to any buyer. 

Currently there is no federal medical privacy 
law to constrain the information reapers as 
they delve into large data bases filled with the 
secrets of millions of individuals. These data 
bases represent a treasure chest to privacy pi-
rates and every facet of your medical informa-
tion represents a precious jewel to be mined 
for commercial gain. 

With this unfettered access, patient con-
fidentiality has become a virtual myth, and the 
sale of your secrets a virtual reality. 

Because of the rapid evolution of tech-
nology, we have fallen behind in assuring a 
right that we have come to expect—the funda-
mental right to keep our personal health infor-
mation private. 

Due to the deadline imposed by the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
1996, Congress has until August 21st to enact 
a medical privacy law. We have no time to 

waste. Now is the time to unite in an effort to 
move legislation forward. The Condit/Waxman/ 
Markey bill is a good consensus and comes at 
a time when consensus is crucial. 

This bill creates an incentive to use informa-
tion which is not personally identifiable wher-
ever possible, it would require a warrant for 
law enforcement to access medical records 
and it would provide a federal floor creating a 
uniform standard without preempting stronger 
state laws. 

I look forward to working with Rep. CONDIT 
and Rep. WAXMAN and the rest of my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives on 
this important issue. I believe together we will 
succeed in passing a strong federal medical 
privacy bill which will give patients the right 
they deserve—the right to medical privacy. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on May 6, 
1999, I joined with Representative JOHN CON-
YERS, Representative PETE STARK, and Rep-
resentative CYNTHIA MCKINNEY to host the 
third in a series of Congressional Teach-In 
sessions on the Crisis in Kosovo. If a peaceful 
resolution to this conflict is to be found in the 
coming weeks, it is essential that we cultivate 
a consciousness of peace and actively search 
for creative solutions. We must construct a 
foundation for peace through negotiation, 
medication, and diplomacy. 

Part of the dynamic of peace is a willing-
ness to engage in meaningful dialogue, to lis-
ten to one another openly and to share our 
views in a constructive manner. I hope that 
these Teach-In sessions will contribute to this 
process by providing a forum for Members of 
Congress and the public to explore alter-
natives so the bombing and options for a 
peaceful resolution. We will hear from a vari-
ety of speakers on different sides of the 
Kosovo situation. I will be introducing into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD transcripts of their re-
marks and essays that shed light on the many 
dimensions of the crisis. 

This presentation is by Ambassador Jona-
than Dean, who joined the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists in 1984 as advisor on inter-
national security issues. He was United States 
Representative to the NATO-Warsaw Pact 
force reduction negotiations in Vienna be-
tween 1978 and 1981. Before that, he was 
deputy U.S. negotiator for the 1971 Four 
Power Berlin Agreement with the Soviet 
Union. 

Ambassador Dean discusses the need to 
negotiate a peace with Russia as the leading 
mediator. With regards to the peace keeping 
force to be in place after the conflict, Mr. Dean 
reiterated the necessity to have a UN peace 
keeping force in place rather than a NATO led 
force. He also addresses the importance of 
having more preventative measures in place 
to help avert such conflicts in the future. 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 14:29 Oct 02, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\E26MY9.000 E26MY9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T15:28:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




